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Women on the Move – Her Story:  

LWF delegation visiting Pope John Paul II in the Vatican, Dr. Musimbi Kanyoro shaking 
his hand, with Rev. Gunnar Staalsett, LWF General Secretary introducing her and Rev. 
Brakemeier, LWF President. Photo LWF Archives 

Name:     Dr. Musimbi Kanyoro  

Country of origin:   Kenya 

Date of birth:   30 November 1953 

Church:   Evangelical Lutheran Church in Kenya 

Period of mandate: 01 January 1988 – 31 January 1998 Executive Secretary 
for Women in Church and Society, LWF Department of 
Studies 1988 – 1990, LWF Department for Mission and 
Development 1990 - 1998 



Short biography:  In her first editorial column in the WICAS WOMEN 
magazine (summer 1988, No 30), Musimbi Kanyoro introduced herself as follows: “I 
come from Nairobi. I was educated in both Kenya and the U.S. My interest and 
involvement in women’s issues really began in the U.S. but it was at the end of the UN 
decade for Women when we as Kenyan women were preparing to host the end of the 
Decade Forum and Conference that I really became involved in a deep analysis of 
women’s issues and in women’s leadership. It was also the events of the Decade that 
helped me to contextualize my theology. Without a doubt, my interest in women’s issues 
must be linked to the Bible. Therefore I put a lot of emphasis on the study of Scripture 
and the place of prayer in our lives.”  

Musimbi received her bachelor’s degree from the University of Nairobi, Kenya, a Ph.D. in 

Linguistics from the University of Texas, Austin and a Doctorate in Feminist Theology 

from San Francisco Theological Seminary, U.S.A. She was a visiting scholar of Hebrew 

and the Old Testament at Harvard Divinity School. She has received three honorary 

doctorates and several recognition awards, including a leadership award from the Kenya 

Government; was nominated as one of the 1000 Women for the Nobel Peace Prize, and 

most recently she was named as one of the 21 women leaders for the 21st century by 

Women’s E-News. 

Prior to working with the LWF, Kanyoro was translation consultant with the United Bible 

Societies. During her tenure as LWF Executive Secretary for Women and Church in 

Society, Dr Kanyoro developed and implemented the LWF seven year Plan of Action for 

Women, (1990-1997); she facilitated the active involvement of LWF member churches in 

the Decade of Churches in Solidarity with Women (1988-1998), which encouraged 

churches to talk about gender justice, domestic and sexual violence against women, 

rape, discrimination and other forms of injustice against women and girls and led the 

LWF delegation to the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, China (1995). 

Musimbi also facilitated an international consultation on women as a follow-up to the 

conference in order to develop a forward-looking strategy for LWF’s agenda for 2000 and 

beyond. She also lead the 3 year LWF Young Women Leadership Training which 

prepared young Lutheran women to develop skills and assume leadership roles. Several 

of them since then are recognized leaders in church and society.  

Musimbi Kanyoro is a prolific writer, having authored and edited 11 books and hundreds 
of articles. 

When Musimbi left the LWF at the beginning of 1998, she became the first woman from 
the global South in 150 years to serve as General Secretary of the World YWCA.  

Currently Musimbi resides in San Francisco, where she is the President and CEO of the 
Global Fund for Women, where she continues advocating for women’s rights in all 
spheres of life.  


